Appitude Test

  1. How much dirt would be in a hole 6 feet deep and 6 feet wide that has been dug with a square edged shovel?

  2. An electric train is traveling due south. The wind is coming from the east. Which way will the

      train’s smoke blow?

  3. A rooster is sitting on the roof of Joe's house. If it lays an egg and it rolls to the right, it lands

      in Joe's property. But if it rolls to the left, it will be on his neighbor Sam's land. Should Sam be allowed

      to keep the egg?

  4. Joe also has a potato plant that is growing near the edge of his property. Sam says he wants to pick any 

      potato he sees growing over his fence. Can Sam pick the potato?

  5. Do they have a 4th of July in England?

  6. How many birthdays does the average man have?

  7. Some months have 30 days, some have 31; how many have 28?

  8. A woman gives a beggar 50 cents. The woman is the beggar's sister, but the beggar is not the woman's 

      brother. How come?

  9. Why can't a man living in the Winston-Salem, NC, be buried west of the Mississippi River?

10. In baseball, how many outs are there in an inning?

11. Is it legal for a man in California to marry his widow's sister? Why?

12. Two men play five games of checkers. Each man wins the same number of games. There are not ties.

      Explain this.

13. Divide 30 by 1/2 and add 10. What is the answer?

14. A man builds a house rectangular in shape. All sides have southern exposure. A big bear walks by. What

      color is the bear? Why?

15. If you take two apples from three apples, how many do you have?

16. I have in my hand two US coins totaling 55 cents. One is not a nickel. What are the coins?

17. If you have only one match and you walk into a room where there is an oil burner, a kerosene lamp,

      and a wood burning stove, which one would you light first?

18. How far can a dog run into the woods?

19. A doctor gives you three pills telling you to take one every half hour. How long would the pills last?

20. A farmer has 17 sheep, and all but 9 die. How many are left?

21. How many animals of each species did Moses take onto the ark?

22. A clerk in the butcher shop is 5'10" tall. What does he weigh?

23. How many two-cent stamps are there in a dozen?

24. What was the President's name in 1990?

25. Which word is misspelled on this page?

26. There is one word in the English language that is always pronounced incorrectly. What is it?

27. A boat has a ladder that has six rungs. Each rung is one foot apart. The bottom rung is one foot from the

      water. The tide rises at 12 inches every 15 minutes. High tide peaks in one hour. When the tide is at its

      highest, how many rungs are under water?

28. An archaeologist claimed he found some gold coins dated 46 B.C. Do you think he did? Why?

29. Is half of two plus two equal to two or three?

30. If a plane crashes on the border of the US and Canada, where are the survivors buried?

31. If I were in Hawaii and dropped a bowling ball in a bucket of water which is 45 degrees F, and dropped

      another ball of the same weight, mass, and size in a bucket at 30 degrees F, them at the same time, which

      ball would hit the bottom of the bucket first? Same question, but the location is in Canada?

32. What is the significance of the following: The year is 1978, thirty-four minutes past noon on May 6th.

33. What can go up a chimney down, but can't go down a chimney up?

34. If a farmer has 5 haystacks in one field and 4 haystacks in another field, how many haystacks would he

      have if he combined them all in the center field?

35. What is it that goes up and goes down but does not move?

36. Paul is 20 years old in 1980, but only 15 years old in 1985. How is this possible?

37. What has four legs but only one foot?

38. If the greatest amount of something is spelled M-O-S-T, a synonym of brag is spelled B-O-A-S-T, and a

      haunting spirit is spelled G-H-O-S-T, then how do you spell what you put in a toaster?

39. One morning as Paul was getting his newspaper, he noticed on his new house something that needed to be

      fixed. Heading over to the hardware store, he spoke to the manager, describing his problem. The manager

      said, "I know just what you need". He led Paul down some aisles and stopped in front of some bins. Digging

      down into some of the bins, he set something up on the shelf. "I saw your house when it was built", the

      manager said. "Here's all that you'll need and how much it'll cost... five will be 15 cents while fifty will be

      30 cents, 250 will be 45 cents, while 2507 will only cost you 60 cents. One lady, about 20 blocks from your

      house, bought 30247 and only paid 75 cents! These are black, but they also come in gold and silver." What

      was the manager selling?

40. If it takes 3 people to dig a hole, how many does it take to dig half a hole?

41. What is the beginning of eternity? The end of time and space. The beginning of every end. And the end of

      every place

42. The maker doesn't want it; the buyer doesn't use it; and the user doesn't see it. What is it?

43. A child is born in Boston, Massachusetts to parents who were both born in Boston, Massachusetts. The

      child is not a United States citizen. How is this possible?

44. Before Mount Everest was discovered, what was the highest mountain on Earth?

45. Clara Clatter was born on December 27th, yet her birthday is always in the summer. How is this possible?

46. Captain Frank and some of the boys were exchanging old war stories.   Art Bragg offered one about how

      his grandfather led a battalion against a German division during World War I.  Through brilliant maneuvers

      he defeated them and captured valuable territory. After the battle he was presented with a sword bearing the

      inscription "To Captain Bragg for Bravery, Daring and Leadership. World War One.  From the Men of

      Battalion 8." Captain Frank looked at Art and said, "You really don't expect anyone to believe that yarn, do

      you?" What's wrong with the story?

47. What is one thing that all wise men, regardless of their religion or politics, agree is between heaven and

      earth?

48. In what year did Christmas and New Year's fall in the same year?

49. A woman from New York married ten different men from that city, yet she did not break any laws. None

      of these men died and she never divorced. How was this possible?

50. Why are 1990 American dollar bills worth more than 1989 American dollar bills?

51. How many times can you subtract the number 5 from 25?

52. A taxi driver was called to take a group of passengers to the train station. The station is normally an hour

      away, but with traffic being extra heavy, it took a full hour and a half. On the return trip the traffic was still

      as heavy and yet it took only 90 minutes. Why?

53. How could you rearrange the letters in the words "new door" to make one word? Note: There is only one

      correct answer.

54. Which is correct to say, "The yolk of the egg are white" or "The yolk of the egg is white"?

55. In Okmulgee, Oklahoma, you cannot take a picture of a man with a wooden leg. Why not?

56. There were an electrician and a plumber waiting in line for admission to the "International Home Show".

      One of them was the father of the other's son. How could this be possible?

57. My cousin Henry can accurately guess the score of a soccer game before the game begins. How can that be? 

58. How do you drop a raw egg onto a concrete floor without cracking it? 

59. What word begins with an 'e' and ends in an 'e', but has only one letter?

60. Farmer Higgs owns three pink pigs, four brown pigs, and one black pig. How many of Higgs's pigs can say

      that it is the same color as another pig on Higgs's farm?

61. How long does a supposed eight day clock run without winding?

62. Mr. and Mrs. Smith have six daughters and each daughter has one brother. How many people in the family?

63. You are competing in a race, and overtake the runner running in second place. In which position are you

      now?

64. Marie's father has five daughters: Chacha, Cheche, Chichi, Chocho, ???? What is the fifth daughter's name?

65. What four-leg animal can jump higher than a house?

66. When a carpenter starts a new house, where does he strike the first nail?
67. Without using a calculator - You are driving a bus from London to Milford Haven in Wales. In London,

      17 people get on the bus. In Reading, six people get off the bus and nine people get on.  In Swindon, two

      people get off and four get on. In Cardiff, 11 people get off and 16 people get on. In Swansea, three people

      get off and five people get on. In Carmathen, six people get off and three get on. You then arrive at Milford

      Haven. Now, what was the name of the bus driver?

68. Imagine you are in a sinking rowboat surrounded by sharks. How would you survive?

69. A murderer is condemned to death. He has to choose between three rooms. The first is full of raging fires,

      the second is full of assassins with loaded guns, and the third is full of lions that haven't eaten in 3 years.

      Which room is safest for him?

70. There is a horse tied to a rope. The rope is 10 feet long. There is a bale of hay 23 feet in front of the horse.

      The horse is able to eat the hay, yet does not break the rope. How is that possible?

71. In a certain city, 5% of all the persons in town have unlisted phone numbers. If you select 100 names at

      random from that city's phone directory, how many people selected will have unlisted phone numbers?

72. A woman shoots her husband. Then she holds him under water for over 5 minutes. Finally, she hangs him.

     But 5 minutes later they both go out together and enjoy a wonderful dinner together. How can this be?

73. What kind of cheese is made backwards?

74. A boy was at a carnival and went to a booth where a man said to the boy, "If I write your exact weight on

     this piece of paper then you have to give me $50, but if I cannot, I will pay you $50." The boy looked around

     and saw no scale so he agrees, thinking no matter what the carny writes he'll just say he weighs more or less.

     In the end the boy ended up paying the man $50. How did the man win the bet?

75. A farmer and his hired help were carrying grain to the barn. The farmer carried one sack of grain and the 

     hired help carried two sacks. Who carried the heavier load and why?

76. A man was born in 1955. He's alive and well today at age 33. How is this possible?

77. Scientists have proven that cats have more hair on one side then their other side. Some people believe that 

     this is because when cats lay on their side they need insulation from the cold on the floor or ground. Which

     side of a cat has more hair?

78. A farmer in California owns a beautiful pear tree. He supplies the fruit to a nearby grocery store. The store 

     owner has called the farmer to see how much fruit is available for him to purchase. The farmer knows that

     the main trunk has 24 branches. Each branch has exactly 12 boughs and each bough has exactly 6 twigs.

     Since each twig bears one piece of fruit, how many plums will the farmer be able to deliver?

79. There is a mute who wants to buy a toothbrush. By imitating the action of brushing one's teeth, he

     successfully expresses himself to the shopkeeper and the purchase is done. Now if there is a blind man who

     wishes to buy a pair of sunglasses, how should he express himself?

80. If you're 8 feet away from a door and with each move you advance half the distance to the door, how many

     moves will it take to reach the door?

81. Twice four and twenty blackbirds were sitting in the rain; I shot and killed a seventh part. How many did

     remain?

82. A tree doubled in height each year until it reached its maximum height in 20 years. How many years did it

     take this tree to reach half its maximum height? 

83. I know a word of letters three. Add two, and fewer there will be.

84. A man was out for a walk when rain began to fall. He did not have an umbrella, and he wasn't wearing a hat.

     His clothes were soaked, yet not a hair on his head became wet. How could this happen?

85. A man worked for a packaging company. One day, he received four separate orders and accidentally mixed

     up the addresses; therefore, he applied the address labels at random. What is the probability that exactly three

     packages were correctly labeled but the fourth is not?

86. Forward I'm heavy, backward I'm not. What am I?

87. How many 1 foot by 1 foot by 6 inch bricks would it take to complete a building that's 20 feet long on all

     four sides and 20 feet high?

88. Janie and Joannie start from their home and each run 2 miles. Janie can run a mile in 8 minutes 30 seconds

     and Joannie can run a mile in 9 minutes 10 seconds. When they finish running, what is the farthest apart

     they can be?

89. A cowboy rode into Dodge City late on Friday. He stayed two days, but still rode out on Friday. How can

     this be?

90. In what year was Queen Elizabeth elected to the throne?

91. A train enters a tunnel at 7 o'clock, another train enters the exact same tunnel, also at 7 o'clock on the same

     day. The tunnel only has one track, and no other means for the trains to pass, around, over, or under. 

     However both trains made it to the other end of the tunnel untouched. How could this be?

92. If you multiply all the numbers on the telephone, what is the answer?

93. Thomas and Steve go down to the beach to collect sea shells. They take one bag with them. With out 

     knowing how big the bag is, how many shells can they put in the empty bag?
94. I’m a five letter word, yet it sounds strange to say, six still remains when you take two letters away!

95. If you threw a white hat with a blue ribbon into the Red Sea, what would it become?
96. Minerals are found in me. And I am found in minerals too. What am I?

97. Another train riddle: A train leaves from New York City (NYC) heading towards Los Angeles (LA) at 100

     mph. Three hours later, a train leaves LA heading towards NYC at 200 MPH. Assume there's exactly 3000

     miles between LA and NYC. When they meet, which train is closer to New York City?

98. Another raw egg riddle: A magician is standing on a concrete floor holding a raw egg with his hand

     outstretched. Without the aid of any objects, he is able to drop the egg two feet without breaking it's shell.

     How does he do it?

99. There's a one story house that's all blue inside. The floor was blue, the lamps were blue, the walls were blue,

     everything was blue. So what color were the interior stairs?

100. You are in a room with 3 monkeys. One has a banana, one has a stick, one has nothing. Which primate in

     the room is the smartest?

101. Here on earth it is always true, that a day follows a day.
     But there is a place where yesterday always follows today! Where is that?

102. Which moves faster: heat or cold?

103. There is a word in the English language that describes a person or thing as being in no place at all—not

     here, not there, not anywhere. But, if you add a space between two of the letters in the word the person or

     thing is now here. Can you figure out what the word is?

104. A truck driver went down a one-way street the wrong way in front of a police station, with some officers

     watching him, without getting a ticket. How did he do this?
105. A blind man drives up to a house, gets out of the car and goes up to the door with a package. The

     homeowner takes the package and gives the blind man a check. The blind man then drives away. What was

     in the package?

106. A man is trapped in a room. The room has only two possible exits: two doors. Through the first door there

     is a room constructed from magnifying glass. The blazing hot sun instantly fries anything or anyone that

     enters. Through the second door there is a fire-breathing dragon. How does the man escape?

107. A farmer knows that 20 of his hens, housed in 3 coops, will hatch 30 eggs in 18 days. How long will it take

     30 hens, housed in 4 coops to hatch the same number of eggs? 

108. There are three warehouses built exactly the same. One is filled with cotton, the other with wood, and the

     third with iron. One day an arsonist sets them all on fire. Sirens were loudly coming to the scene. People

     were screaming. Which warehouse did the ambulance try to put the fire out at first? 

109. Jacques, Pierre, Charlis, Alphonse, and Bruno are five Frenchmen. Jacques knows English and 

     Chinese. Pierre knows Chinese and Japanese. Charlis knows Japanese and German. Alphonse knows

     German and English. Bruno knows them all: English, Chinese, Japanese and German. What is the best way

     they can sit in a row, such that any two neighboring persons have no problems in communication?

110. "Railroad crossing, look out for the cars." Can you spell it without any "R's"?
111. A bottle of wine costs $10. If the wine is worth $9 more than the bottle, what is the value of the bottle?
112. During a visit to a mental asylum, a visitor asked the Director what the criteria is that defines if a patient

    should be institutionalized. "Well," said the Director, "we fill up a bathtub. Then we offer a teaspoon, a

    teacup, and a bucket to the patient and ask the patient to empty the bathtub." Okay, here's your test: Would

    you use the spoon? Would you use the teacup? Would you use the bucket? "Oh, I understand," said the

    visitor. "A normal person would choose the bucket, as it is larger than the spoon." What was the director's

    response?

113. In the 1700’s, Captain James Cook made three trips around the world and died during one of them. Which

    one?

114. How do you put a giraffe into a refrigerator?
115. How do you put an elephant into a refrigerator?
116. The Lion King is hosting an animal conference. All the animals attend except one.  Which animal does not

    attend?
117. There is a river which is infested by crocodiles. How do you manage to cross it?

118. Who is buried in Grant’s Tomb?
